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MEMBER FOR MURCHISON-EYRE 
Resignation from Ministry and Australian Labor Party - Personal Explanation 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Murchison-Eyre) [12.01 pm]:  I want to make a personal explanation to the house 
relating to the events of recent days.  Today I resigned as a minister and as a member of the Australian Labor 
Party.  The second action was devastating to me, having been a member of the party for most of my adult life 
and a lifelong supporter following on from my mother and father.  If they were alive today, they would still love 
me and support me but they would also feel ashamed.  It is particularly galling that I stand in this place today, 
because I have always sought to do what is in the best interests of the people of Western Australia and the state.  
I accept and acknowledge that I have made an error of judgment in that I provided a draft report to a lobbyist and 
transgressed cabinet rules in providing the same person with sensitive information.  At the time, I believed the 
changes to the Windimurra report reflected my honest belief of what was best for the project and the entire 
mining industry in Western Australia.  In hindsight it is clear that I was duped, especially on how the 
Windimurra report might be used afterwards for the personal gain of others.  When I found that out yesterday I 
felt sick to my stomach.  As I say, when the report was being finalised I honestly - I can still say that now - was 
doing what I believed was in the best interests of the state and that particular project.  Today, with the mine 
about to reopen, I can still feel no pleasure or satisfaction.  I apologise to the four members of the former 
Economics and Industry Standing Committee: the members for Riverton, Darling Range and Collie-Wellington 
and the former member for Vasse.  I also apologise to all members of Parliament, many of whom have been 
supportive in recent days, even members on the other side of the house, but that does not negate the feelings of 
shame and embarrassment.  To the electors of Murchison-Eyre I also apologise and seek their understanding that 
everything I have done, as stupid and unwise as it may appear, was never for personal gain and always done in 
their best interests.  I believe the exhaustive inquiry by the Corruption and Crime Commission has shown just 
that: every decision I made as a minister was done without fear or favour and in the best interests of the state.  
Any information I passed on as a minister was done with the intentions of what was best for the various projects 
at the time.  I place a great deal on loyalty and friendship.  Members may have heard me say in recent days that I 
do not change my friends; that is still true, but I now wonder whether a true friend would use another in the way 
I feel I have been. 

As a minister - even before I became a minister - and with the help of wonderful staff, I worked hard and 
achieved a lot of good outcomes for the people of Western Australia, but today that is forgotten by my actions 
that were, although well intentioned, unwise and stupid.  I believe that I have been an effective local member and 
I will be working hard to redeem myself to the people of the goldfields who have shown me an amazing amount 
of support in the past 24 hours.  This has been a trying time for those closest to me, especially my family.  My 
shame will be felt by my wife and me and my five sons for a long time to come, but I hope that one day my sons 
will be proud of their father. 
 


